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termining the latter. Nietzsche's greatest ability, Dr. Kronenberg con- 
cludes, was shown in his keen insight into obscure mental factors, and his 
most valuable work was the analysis of the unconscious conditions that lie 
at the basis of moral phenomena. Grace Neal Dolson. 

Wells College. 

Saggio sidle idee morali e politiche di Tommaso Hobbes. Per Giuseppe 
Tarantino. Napoli, Giannini & Figli, 1900. — pp. 144. 
This book offers us a concise, but thoroughly adequate presentation and 
criticism of the leading doctrines in Hobbes's ethico-political system. The 
genesis of his philosophy and the influences determining it are treated with 
admirable clearness, and the enormous importance of Hobbes's work on 
the development of English ethical thought receives due emphasis. In 
agreement with Croom Robertson, the author rejects the notion that Hobbes 
was in any sort a disciple of Bacon, and lays stress on his affiliation to 
Galileo, to whom it is pointed out that he stood in a relation similar to that 
which Herbert Spencer holds to Darwin. In treating of Hobbes's ethics, 
Signer Tarantino argues with great force against the commonly received 
view that his moral system is a purely institutional one. He does not, he 
claims for him, make morality a function of politics, but politics a function 
of morality. The comparison made use of in this connection is most sug- 
gestive. " It is true that in a hundred places the author of the LeviatJiian 
reiterates that the criterion of morality resides in the will of the supreme 
power of the state, but this must be understood in a sense analagous to 
that of the statement of the church of Rome, when it affirms that the cri- 
terion of truth is placed in the supreme head of the Catholic hierarchy. 
Truth does not emanate from the reason, or from the arbitrary will of the 
Pontiff ; it is outside of and above him, and the supreme hierarch has only 
the privilege of being its infallible interpreter." So, he continues, is it in 
Hobbes's theory, ethics is not an arbitrary creation of the sovereign power, 
nor are its laws merely conventional and temporary. The moral law gives 
the rational means of reaching that end to which by nature we tend ; it 
issues from reason, which has recourse to the creation of a supreme civil 
power in order to render possible the realization of its own dictates. This 
clear recognition of the rationalistic element in Hobbes's thought is of value ; 
it is a happy phrase that for Hobbes "Morality is the rationalization of 
Egoism." While full justice is done to his keen logical vigor, the criticism 
of the psychological premises on which his ethico-political conclusions rest 
is acute and searching. The book may be confidently recommended to 
those interested in the work of our first great English philosopher. 

E. Ritchie. 

Die transscendentale und die psycJiologische Methode. Von Max F. 
Scheler. Leipzig, Verlag der Diirr'schen Buchhandlung, 1900. — 
pp. 181. 
A work on philosophical methodology is acceptable at the present time, 
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even if the division, perhaps more apparent than real, between the two 
philosophic tendencies of the day, viz., the transcendental and the psycho- 
logical, is merely set forth in clear relief. The present booklet is an 
attempt to do this critically, and also to develop a view thereby which is 
more satisfactory than either. 

The work is divided into three parts. The first part is an historical sur- 
vey of philosophic method. The author points out that the methodologi- 
cal problem is characteristically a modern problem, not seriously raised by 
ancient or mediaeval thinkers. Three standpoints cover the ground of 
methodology — the mathematical represented by Descartes, etc., the genetic 
which emphasizes the development of presentations and principles, and the 
historical, which has regard to the dependence of method upon the general 
culture of the time. The mathematical has been obsolete at least since 
the inception of the Kantian transcendentalism. The genetic can claim 
equally the Kantian transcendentalist and the psychological empiricist in 
different ways. The historical method has been only approximately em- 
ployed by the two wings of the genetic method and is the valuable part of 
both. For practical purposes of discussion it is necessary then to exam- 
ine only the methods of transcendentalism and of psychologism, since 
these cover the defective methods. 

The second part is engaged with (i)a presentation of the cardinal fea- 
tures of transcendental method respecting space, time, personality, and caus- 
ality, and with (2) a detailed criticism of the method respecting these cate- 
gories, together with a general criticism of some characteristic features of the 
transcendental method. To this general criticism considerable space is de- 
voted and several points are scored, (a) The author claims that the logical 
reductive procedure of transcendentalism has not the objective real value it 
purports to have. Its principles cannot constitute experience if they can- 
not be contradicted by it, i. c. , if they are indifferent to the content of ex- 
perience. Such inquiry into the logical possibility must be supplemented 
by inquiry into the real possibility of experience as it resides in living per- 
sonality determined by a historically defined status of culture. (b) Its 
claim to be critic of sciences cannot be maintained ; much rather must 
any epistemology be subject to correction by the positive work of science. 

(c) The epistemological principles developed by the transcendental method 
are purely formal. They are too rich in content to be valid for all pos- 
sible experience, as claimed. The laws of thought which formal logic 
gives are the only ones which will stand this test. On the other hand, they 
are too empty and barren to be of any actual use in the problem of life. 

(d) As to a starting-point it cannot be any definite ' given ' whether of 
mathematics or of natural science, as the transcendental method makes it, 
but must include the total range of knowledge, unscientific values, and 
personal acts, the Arbeitswelt ; and this forms the only well-grounded 
basis for philosophical procedure. (<?) This general criticism is followed 
by sections of special criticism, very brisk and interesting, upon the trans- 
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cendental treatment of the fore-mentioned categories, insisting upon the 
necessity of a broader statement of the problems of space, time, etc., than 
transcendentalism gives. 

The third part is occupied with a presentation and criticism of the psycho- 
logical method as represented by such men as Lipps, Laas, James, Avena- 
rius, Cornelius. The author finds much of permanent value in this method 
whose explanatory principles are always more than formal, namely causal 
But he also finds characteristic flaws. Psychology's claim to be the science 
of the subjective, the science of total experience, the science of the sciences, 
and the Wundtian claim that it is the science of immediate experience are 
passed in unfavorable review. He condemns the psychological method 
of starting from definite and original data such as "here and now given 
feelings" as a pure fiction, and charges the method with confusing mere 
psychic existence with living spirit as expressed in the concrete relations of 
society, in law, religion, etc., at any stage of culture. 

He closes with a clear summary of results a work which is character- 
ized by breadth of view and logical arrangement. 

W. B. Lane. 

Mt. Union College. 

Ancient Ideals : A Study of Intellectual and Spiritual Growth from Early 
Times to the Establishment of Christianity. By Henry Osborn Taylor. 
New York, Published for the Columbia University Press by The Mac- 
millan Company ; London, Macmillan & Co., 1900. — 2 vols. pp. xi, 
461, 430. 

The volumes of Mr. Taylor described in the above heading cover a large 
and varied field, embracing such social and ethical phenomena as the 
Germans include in Kultargestluchte. An immense tract of history is 
traversed from the earliest records of oriental civilization down to the cul- 
ture of the Graeco-Roman world in the Hellenistic period. Questions re- 
garding the primitive savage state are not discussed. Only those races or 
nations are considered, which attained to some notable civilization as proven 
by their monuments. The author does not attempt to go beyond actual 
records and existing monuments, and such inferences as he draws are de- 
rived from data generally accepted by scholars. The subjects of inquiry 
vary with the genius of the several races ; the ideals of different peoples 
differ, some giving expression to their highest spiritual life in religion, others 
in the various forms of art, literature, or science. The complex of civiliza- 
tion is regarded as a product of human endeavor in a theistically governed 
world. "The long course of human growth, that is to say, the evolution 
of those mental and spiritual qualities that distinguish man, is a process of 
attainment, which is wrought out ceaselessly by human effort, working 
within the power of God " (Vol. II., p. 377). Ethical and religious elements 
occupy the main attention of Mr. Taylor, and, these are treated with rare 
insight, often with a poetic touch, a bit of glowing imagery, that make the 



